


Photography is often used as a way to document what is
happening. Whether it’s capturing a treasured family
moment, or snapping an amazing interaction of wildlife,
photography often reacts to something that is already
happening. However, photography can also be used to
create something completely new. From creating a scene
from scratch using small objects on a table top to
creating full set pieces for use in the studio or outdoors,
making scenes to photograph can be a fun and
rewarding experience.



Your Assignment

The purpose of this exercise is to stage a scene using
real props, costumes, and set pieces. Don’t assemble
bits of your scene together in Photoshop, but rather
build something interesting and new in the real world.
Include a process shot or two in Best of the Month if
you are interested in sharing your process with the

club.

Don't feel like you must spend a lot of money on
costumes and set pieces. Use things from around the
house and yard. The only real limit is your
Imagination.



Staged Scenes for You to Try

Building Scenes with Props, Actors, and Costumes
Photographing Scenes With Pets

Using toys or miniatures to add a bit of magic to your
shots

Creating Scenes in the Studio
Tabletop Photography

Stage Lighting

Forced Perspective Scenes



Building Scenes with Props, Actors, and
Costumes

One of the easiest ways to create a scene is to get someone
to dress up, go out to an interesting location, and get your
actors arranged to tell a story.
There are many historical locations in and around town. Why
not get dressed up in period costume and create a historical
drama?
Halloween is coming, which brings opportunities to create
images straight out of a monster movie.

Sometimes you don't even need fancy costumes and sets to
make an interesting image — sometimes an unexpected
juxtaposition makes for interesting scenes.

Try dressin§ up kids as adults, and put them into adult
situations, like reading the paper over a steaming cup of
coffee, or cooking something in the kitchen.
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Photographing Scenes With Pets

Some people don't have children or significant others to
cajole into posing for images, but that is okay, as you can
create some unusual scenes with your pets.

A few pointers to make pet photography a little more
simple:
Set up the scene, lighting, and camera before putting your
fuzzy friend into it. Animals have short attention spans, and
won't usually be patient while you make any needed changes.
Have lots of treats handy. Some pets are easily bribed with

treats.

Also, it’s important to note that “handy” means “in your pocket” and
not “leave the open bag on the edge of the table so that you knock it
off and trigger a cat treat free-for-all”.









Creating Scenes in the Studio

There are a few different ways to set up a scene in the
studio.
Some people build human-sized sets, and use people in
their images.

Others create entire miniature landscapes to trick the
eye into believing in fantastic places.

The main advantage to studio shoots of this nature is
that the photographer is in complete control of all
elements of the finished image.

This is also the main drawback of this sort of

photography, as it can be a lot of work to build sets, set
up lights, and find costumes.









Tabletop Photography

Often used for the product photography used in advertisements.

It's a fairly simple way to practice different lighting effects, and different

photography techniques that you may be interested in.

Things to try:
Play around with lighting sources. Try using more than one lifht, or try
bouncing lights off of the walls or ceiling. Don’t worry if you don’t have an
expensive studio light setup or off-camera flashes, as desk lamps and flashlights
can be used. Be aware, however, that different light sources can do weird things
to your white balance, if they are different light temperatures.
Diffusing light helps to remove harsh shadow. You can try setting up sheets of
gg fer to diffuse or reflect light. A white umbrella can also be a good light

iffuser.

Try different colours of light as well. You can get coloured cellophane at an art
store, or even use colourful candy wrappers.

Try making a light table. All you need is a sheet of Perspex or glass, a table
turned sideways, and some kind of light source.

Don't forget to use a tripod. This makes it a little easier to make changes to your
scene, as you don’t need to set down the camera, and then and try to line up the
shot again.
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Miniature Scenes and Forced Perspective

Forced perspective is a technique that exploits an optical illusion to make
something appear further away, closer, larger, or smaller than it actually is.

Forced perspective was used extensively in movies before computer generated
effects were created.

There are a few different factors to consider when making a forced perspective
shot.

Moving an object closer or further away to manipulate the perceived size. Close
objects appear larger than far away objects.

Object that are further away appear to be dimmer as the light from them needs
to travel further to reach the viewers eye. In order to make a forced perspective
scene believable, it is necessary to increase the amount of light on fgr—away
backgrounds.

Ensuring that foreground and background elements have the same lighting and
shading patterns helps the viewer to believe that they are in the same location
in the scene.

Blurring elements can lend an illusion of depth to a forced perspective image.
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Tools & Supplies

Third Hand: Useful for holding things in place behind the
scenes.

Tweezers, or needle-nosed pliers: Reall?; handy for moving small
elements into place, or removing extra bits of fluff or hair from
small scenes.

Spray bottle: Good for misting objects with water droplets.
Syringe or eyedropper: Good for precisely placing water droplets.

Glycerin/soap: handy for giving form to water droplets, or for
making soap bubbles.

Flashlights or lamps: Use to give your scene extra flash or
sparkle.

Light box, or Perspex/glass sheet and a small table: these are
handy for providing a light source underneath a subject.

Tripod: Vital if your scene is in low light, or requires macro.
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